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Germany did not take a stand against the Annexation
everyone would believe that it had taken place with his
approval.54 His Ambassador at Constantinople, Baron
Marschall, favored disavowing it, even at the risk of for-
feiting the alliance with Austria.55
Bulow, however, differed from his master. Convinced
that Germany must support Austria in the Balkans, lest
otherwise the Triple Alliance would be weakened, he be-
lieved that Germany must uphold Austria in the step which
she had taken. If Germany assumed a negative or hesi-
tating attitude in this question, Austria would never forgive
her. Though Germany had a right to be indignant with
Austria for not consulting her earlier, it would do no good •
to protest now. Anyway, Russia appeared to have given
her consent. The Kaiser finally accepted Billow's point of
view; but he regretted that "Aehrenthal's frightful stupid-
ity has brought us into this dilemma, so that we are not able
to support and protect our friends, the Turks, when our
ally has outraged them." Billow thereupon informed
Vienna, that, "In case difficulties or complications arise, our
ally can count upon us," and that Austria was to judge of
what must be done in the Serbian question.56 But the
Kaiser's feeling of irritation remained; he may have had
the shrewd political instinct to realize that in thus giving
a blank cheque to Austria, he was assuming a risky liability,
and creating a dangerous precedent.
After proclaiming the. Annexation of Bosnia and Herze-
govina, Aehrenthal entered into negotiations with the
Young Turks to satisfy their claims. They, like the
Serbians, had at first made a loud outcry against the nulli-
fication of the clauses of the Treaty of Berlin. They as-
sembled troops and attempted to boycott Austrian goods,
But they gradually became convinced that none of the
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